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THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE OTHER!

Philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995) 

 Self Preservation vs Self Realization



SELF PRESERVATION

“Basic instinct to protect oneself of any

harm/abuse”



SELF REALIZATION

“Fulfillment of one’s own potential”



“Discourse of kindness”

SELF PRESERVATION IN SOCIETY



SELF PRESERVATION IN SOCIETY



SELF REALIZATION IN SOCIETY



Villain VS. Super Human 

Zahid GHAIDA 

Source: VRT NWS 16/11/2019





THE VILLAIN

•Will never be like us

•Easy money

•All the time in the world

•All the benefits 

•Bad intentions



SUPER HUMAN

•He is one of us!

•Full knowledge of our:

Habits

Language

Culture

History



ARE WE ALL SUPER HUMANS?

Did we learn the 3 mother

languages in 1 year?

 Belgian national sport: 

tax evasion
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ROOTS LEUVEN

Individual Group Society



INDIVIDUAL

•Accessible

•No prior knowledge

• Interest-based activities

•Personal coaching: 

Work

Housing



GROUP

•ROOTS- café

•Afghan, Cultural Night

• Iftar

•Football event with police

•Voluntary work



SOCIETY

•AMIF (Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund)

•Conference with politicians

Youngsters ROOTS 

Other youth organizations

•Lobbying within Leuven



STELPLAATS LEUVEN

•Creating a space to spend time

•Target group: 

Young adults with refugee background

18 y – 26 y

Male/female

•Wednesdays and Fridays: 5pm – 9pm



BENEFITS

•Counterweight:  

Long term goals

“Fast money”-activities

Isolation

•Bridge between inhabitants and refugees



CONCLUSION

•Friend vs. Stranger

•Complex challenge

•Need for more involvement



REFLECTIONS…

•Change in: 

Politics & funding

Public opinion

•Risk of being misused?

•Sufficient time?

•Naïve? 



THE END  
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