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Vaccination in Greece 

• MSF got involved on vaccination since May 

2016 in Idomeni..

• Currently we vaccinate daily in Lesvos and 

organized mass campaigns for 

Chios,Samos,Leros and Kos

• Vaccines done MMR,PCV,Penta and Hep 

B,tetanus etc

• Covering 11 childhood diseases…



National legislation

• According to national legislation, asylum seekers are entitled free of charge access 
to necessary health, pharmaceutical and hospital care, including necessary 
psychiatric care where appropriate. L 4368/2016, which provides free access to 
public health services and pharmaceutical treatment for persons without social 
insurance and vulnerable, is also applicable for asylum seekers and members of 
their families.

• In spite the favorable legal framework, actual access to health care services is 
hindered in practice by significant shortages of resources and capacity for both 
foreigners and the local population, as a result of the austerity policies followed in 
Greece, as well as the lack of adequate cultural mediators. 

• The public health sector, which has been severely affected by successive austerity 
measures, is under extreme pressure and lacks the capacity to cover all the needs 
for health care services, be it of the local population or of migrants

• Regulatory circular prot.n. F80320/oik.28107/1857/20.6.2019 of Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs: for the issuance of social security number of asylum seekers and 
of refugees only the asylum card or the permit of residence is needed (revoked since 
11.7.2019)
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https://msfaccess.org/greece-msf-uses-humanitarian-

mechanism-first-time-europe-due-high-price-pneumonia-

vaccine

Athens, 12 April 2019 — Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has 
started vaccinating refugee children on the Greek islands of Chios, 
Samos and Lesvos using a programme set up to allow children in 
humanitarian emergencies to access the pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV) at an affordable price. 
This marks the first time the ‘Humanitarian Mechanism’ is used in a high-
income country—the programme offers the vaccine at a special reduced 
price of about US$9 per child (for the three doses needed for full 
immunisation) for humanitarian use by civil society organisations and UN 
agencies. 

Pneumonia remains the single largest killer of children under five 
worldwide, and children living in precarious conditions—including 
those in refugee camps—are at particularly high risk.










